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This year, as we celebrate 50 years of impact, I am once again proud of the number
of lives that SightLife and our partners helped transform through the gift of sight. It
truly takes a village and we are where we are today because of ours, which includes you!
As the world’s leading nonprofit eye bank and global health organization, we believe no one
should suffer from avoidable blindness. When COVID-19 hit and social distancing upended
our ways of life worldwide, I was again reminded of the social isolation that can come
from corneal blindness – the disconnection people can feel from their loved ones, and the
cherished activities that they once experienced together, when they anguish needlessly in
the dark.
Unlike a temporary stay-at-home order, corneal blindness is permanent for patients without
access to a corneal transplant. Fortunately, SightLife’s innovative health systems approach
to saving and restoring sight is empowering communities to improve patient outcomes,
especially in low-resource regions disproportionately affected by corneal injury and disease.
Cover Photos (Left to Right, Top to Bottom): Corneal recipient, Sun © Andrea Verdelli; Corneal recipient celebrates donation ©
SightLife; Corneal recipient, Lisa, photo courtesy of Lisa; Zhu, a cornea donor from Xi'an, China, is honored by her daughter ©
Andrea Verdelli; Surgeons discuss a case during a hands-on training program at Disha Eye Hospital in India © Vibhushan Subba;
Corneal recipient, Laxmi, with her family © Vibhushan Subba.
Left: Corneal recipient during a follow up visit in rural China. © Andrea Verdelli
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This report highlights our remarkable progress in 2019 and the key
contributions of partners and generous supporters like you who deepened
our impact, helping us set new records by:
• Delivering 37,456 corneas for sight-restoring surgery, including
12,579 facilitated with local partners in the U.S.
• Achieving 100,000 corneal transplants in India with our local eye
bank partners since 2010.
• Doubling our prevention program by training nearly 900 community
health workers in India and Nepal to stop the progression of corneal
blindness in an astounding 6,154 rural patients.
These successes would not have been possible without the contribution of
many extraordinary people like tissue donation coordinators and recovery
technicians as well as our cornea donors and their families, whose selfless
courage amidst great loss never ceases to compel and amaze.
Photos (Top to Bottom): SightLife staff and donor families honor loved ones who made the gift of
sight possible © Amy Walton; A donor family celebrates their loved one's impact © SightLife;
A donor family honors their loved one at a donation celebration event © Amy Walton.

Altogether, each person in our village – our beloved
community of health heroes – plays a key part in catalyzing
the renewed hope and joyful connections that come with the
gift of sight.
Thank you again for your support and partnership on the
journey, especially during a global pandemic, which has
brought unprecedented challenges but also meaningful
perspective on what truly matters.
With gratitude,

Claire Bonilla
Chief Executive Officer
Photos (Top to Bottom): Donor family in Xi'an China
© Andrea Verdelli; Cornea recipient, Kumar, at a
follow up visit in India © Vibhushan Subba.

Our Impact in 2019
More than 12.7 million people suffer from corneal blindness worldwide. Each year,
an additional 1.5 million become corneal blind, including 350,000 children who are
born with or later develop infections that cause corneal blindness.
In service to our mission of eliminating corneal blindness, SightLife continued to empower
cornea donation and eye banking worldwide. With our global partners, we also deepened
our work in prevention and increased our advocacy of primary care integration to
help ensure corneal health solutions reach patients when and where they need them.
Highlights include:

E M P OWE RI N G S I GH T RE S TORATI ON
A N D C ORN E A DON ATI ON I N TE RN ATI ON A L LY
• Provided 24,877 corneas for transplant with our partners in Ethiopia, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Hong Kong (Special Administrative Region), Taiwan (Republic of China), and Mainland China.
• Developed and launched the world’s first corneal care curriculum for general ophthalmologists.
• Trained 442 corneal surgeons, general ophthalmologists, and transplant coordinators
globally in partnership with our volunteer faculty of expert clinicians.
• Supported four cataract-to-cornea fellows in India.
• Standardized the collection as well as safe and effective re-use of expensive surgical instruments
by corneal surgeons and eye bank technicians in low-resource clinical settings globally.
• Trained 339 eye bank personnel in Mexico, India, Nepal, and Mainland China.

DEEPENING SIGHT RESTORATION AND CORNEA DONATION IN THE U.S.
• Provided a record-setting 12,579 corneas for transplant.
• Helped more than 11,000 families navigate the loss of a loved one and explore tissue donation.
• Deepened healing connections with nearly 8,500 new cornea donor families.
• Facilitated 457 letter exchanges between transplant recipients and cornea donor families.

• Helped establish the Eye Bank Federation of China, and policy change enabling
the import of corneal tissue for trainings in Mainland China.
• Secured government adoption of eye banking expenses in Ethiopia.
• First-time quality certified two new eye banks in India and one in Taiwan ROC.
• Re-certified five eye banks across India and one in Ethiopia on quality eye banking standards.

• Hosted 10 national events and introduced 287 new families to our online support community.
• Partnered with 440 hospitals, coroners/medical examiners, and
funeral directors to recover healthy corneas.
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S T R E NGT HE NI NG CO R N EAL BLIN DN ESS
P RE V E NT I O N AND HE ALTH C ARE IN TEGRATION
• Trained 892 rural community health workers in India and Nepal to screen for corneal ulcers
and stop the progression to corneal blindness in 6,154 of their low-resource neighbors.
• Doubled our prevention program impact area by expanding to two new villages in Sitapur, India.
• Distributed 4,000 safety glasses to workers at high occupational risk of corneal
abrasions in collaboration with the Seksaria Sugar factory in Sitapur, India.
• Guided policy change that is supportive of corneal blindness prevention
in partnership with the Government of Rajasthan, India.
• Led the first-ever national workshop on integrating corneal care into national eye health
policy in partnership with Orbis International and the Government of Bangladesh.

Our Approach
The health care interventions that save and restore sight not only transform
vision outcomes, they help people stay in school and maintain a livelihood,
strengthening local economies and overall life expectancy. While many of
these interventions are integrated into the primary health care systems of highincome countries, from eye exams to Medicare-supported corneal transplants,
they too often remain out of reach for individuals and families in low- and
middle-income countries.
To ensure these interventions reach all people when and where they need
them, SightLife empowers our partners to create and nurture sustainable
corneal care systems for preventing and treating sight loss across all stages of
a patient’s life. This distinctive health systems approach to eliminating corneal
blindness leverages five strategic focus areas to help strengthen capacity and
impact at scale.
In this Annual Report, we are pleased to provide a deeper look into our work
and progress with each.
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Expanding Proven Models of Prevention

Meet Pampha Karki

Globally, more than 1.5 million new cases of corneal blindness emerge
each year. To address this rising tide, SightLife’s Awareness and Prevention
Program in India and Nepal empowers community health workers (CHW)
to treat corneal trauma, especially before corneal ulcers form and blindness
sets in.

By screening and treating corneal abrasions before they
progress to blindness, our cadre of SightLife-trained
community health workers performs a frontline
leadership role that is key to eliminating corneal
blindness in low-resource rural and densely
populated, informal urban communities.
One such leader is Pampha Karki, a mother
of four who has worked as a community
health worker since 2017, breaking down
misconceptions while increasing community
awareness and understanding of corneal injury
treatment and prevention. Recognized as a
local hero, Pampha combines her cornea care
expertise, gained from SightLife, with her in-depth
knowledge and experience with patients to make a
continuous impact.

This year, we trained 892 CHWs across India and Nepal to screen more than
10,000 low-resource patients for whom corneal care would otherwise be out
of reach. For 97% of the 6,154 patients diagnosed with corneal abrasions,
the progression to corneal blindness was stopped with just a four-day course
of topical antibiotics that is easy to apply and costs only $1 USD per patient.
We also doubled our impact area by expanding our programmatic reach to
two new villages in the Sitapur district of Uttar Pradesh, India. Meanwhile,
we continue to work with local health officials to integrate the low-cost
preventative treatment of corneal blindness within policy agendas and
government budgets, which are key to its broad adoption at sustained scale.
Female Community Health Workers in Nepal. © SightLife
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Female Community Health Worker, Pampha Karki Photo © SightLife
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Expanding National Eye Care Plans

Bolstering Clinical Capabilities

Although Bangladesh is home to approximately 500,000 people who suffer
from corneal blindness, only 400 corneal transplants are conducted in
the country each year. To address service gaps, SightLife partnered with
Orbis International as well as the Bangladesh National Eye Care initiative,
Directorate General of Health Services, and Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare to develop a national eye care plan that will help ensure people
can receive the preventative corneal care and sight restoring surgeries they
need to thrive.

Since launching our first clinical training in 2014, we’ve trained more than 1,500
ophthalmologists and surgeons from 15 different countries. Our peer-reviewed
training curricula is customized to each participant cohort, empowering them to
improve clinical efficiencies, quality care standards, and patient outcomes in their
local communities. Depending on the training, members of SightLife’s global
volunteer faculty share their expertise through a range of lectures, facilitated
discussions, and hand-on skills transfers.

To improve outcomes across the continuum of care, the plan includes
guidelines for developing a reliable corneal care referral pathway for patients
navigating between primary, secondary, and tertiary health centers. In
addition, by helping to integrate favorable cornea donation and retrieval
policies at the national level, the plan lays a critical foundation for
strengthening Bangladesh’s eye banking system.

Photos (Top to Bottom): Lorraine Misquith presents on the important role of policy at the Annual Conference of Eye Banking Association of India 2019
in Bengalaru; National key opinion leaders and members of the eye banking community in Bangladesh gather to determine policy recommendations to
integrate corneal health into the country's National Eye Care plan; Local partners discuss eye banking processes with SightLife team. © SightLife

This year, SightLife continued this critical work by training 442 surgeons
and corneal care specialists across Africa, Asia, and Latin America. In close
partnership with China’s Xi’an No.1 Eye Hospital, we also conducted the world’s
first-ever general ophthalmologist training for the prevention and treatment of
corneal blindness. This remarkable milestone would not have been possible
without our inaugural cohort of 31 primary and secondary level health care
providers, who left the training equipped with the knowledge and resources they
need to properly treat and refer patients. To further bridge corneal care gaps in
Asia, we are expanding this essential training to more participants in China as
well as optometrists in India and ophthalmic care assistants in Nepal in 2021.
Photos (Top to Bottom): Dr. Rahul Pandit screens a patient during a training
program in Xi'an, China © Andrea Verdelli; Local ophthalmologists participate in the
first-ever general ophthalmologist training course for SightLife © Andrea Verdelli.

Strengthening Eye Banking

Healing Through Connection

Since 1969, SightLife has honored the cornea donor’s gift of sight by ensuring the donation
and recovery process is handled with integrity and purpose. Once a small nonprofit staffed by
dedicated volunteers committed to filling the local corneal transplant needs of the U.S. Pacific
Northwest, SightLife is now the world’s largest nonprofit eye bank and global health organization
dedicated to eliminating corneal blindness by 2040.

SightLife is committed to honoring the cornea donor’s gift to restore hope for those
in need. Our donor families share an unbreakable bond when they thoughtfully
honor their loved one’s wish to participate in cornea donation and create a
legacy of generosity through the gift of sight. SightLife actively shepherds
these relationships through family-centered community connections
and donor celebration events, which can help with healing through
shared remembrance.

In 2019, our U.S. eye bank celebrated 50 years of impact by recovering a record-setting 12,579
donor corneas for transplant, catapulting our total to over 200,000 since our founding. Key
process improvements drove these results, including our work to expand timely access to donors
by training 440 hospitals, nurses, and funeral directors on best practices, quality standards, and
protocols for donation in the U.S.
We also recorded a 67% increase in donation using our innovative Medical Death Investigation
Log system, which helps us rapidly receive referrals from our coroner and medical examiner
partners, who often process tragic sudden deaths. These referrals helped our courageous and
compassionate tissue donor coordinators connect and provide healing support faster to donor
families in the raw early hours of their loss.

In 2019, our Family Services team helped 457 donor families in the
U.S. reach out to the recipients of their loved one’s cornea through
letter exchanges. We also helped organize ten in-person events
to celebrate donors and their families, and regularly curated an
online donor family platform that has doubled in size since its launch
in 2017.
Across all connections, we create space for our donor families to share their
joy and sorrow because we understand that the gift of sight is only possible through
profound loss – as well as courage and heart.

Photos (Top to Bottom): SightLife staff discuss a donation case; A donor family lights a candle to honor
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a loved one during a donation celebration event; SightLife cerebrates local county partners who helped
impact lives through cornea donation; SightLife staff prepares for a potential donation case. © SightLife.

A family celebrates their loved ones impact through the gift of donation. © SightLife
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Strengthening Eye Banking (cont’d)

Spotlight on India’s Success

Our eye banking teams also trained 200 local eye bank technicians and
donation counselors to help strengthen the performance and sustainable
impact of eye banks across Asia, Africa, and Latin America. These efforts
culminated in a two-day training in Mexico that SightLife led in partnership
with the Eye Bank Association of America and the Asociación Mexicana de
Banco de Tejidos Oculares. Through hands-on skills transfer workshops, our
eye banking instructors – executed in collaboration with our clinical team,
who offered a different yet parallel track for 54 cornea surgeons – guided 25
recovery technicians and 15 eye donation counselors through live simulations
and decision-making models that help inform and address the concerns
that can surface during conversations with donor families, with the goal of
increasing donation rates with appropriate care and compassion. Beyond
these trainings, SightLife continued to help standardize best practices for
timely and effective cornea recovery with our eye banking partners in Mexico.

With some of the highest rates of corneal blindness
in the world, India is a priority geography for
SightLife. We commenced our work there in
2009 and, just ten years later in 2019, our
SightLife India team proudly celebrated our
100,000th corneal transplant in collaboration
with our local eye bank partners. This
remarkable milestone would not have been
achieved without the invaluable support
of the Eye Bank Association of India and
numerous hospitals, regional government
agencies, and community-based nonprofit
organizations. It also underscores the
power of mentoring eye banks as centers of
excellence, and moreover, their important role in
recovering consistently high-quality transplantable
corneas at scale.

Photos (Left to Right): A recovery technician in Xi'an, China prepares to examine

Cornea recipient, Laxmi © Vibhushan Subba.

a cornea © Andrea Verdelli; Local medical professionals participate in a two-day
training in Mexico © SightLife.

17

Harnessing the Power of Innovation

Partnering for Accelerated Impact

To accelerate our mission of eliminating corneal blindness by 2040, we launched
our Access and Innovation program to explore and help adapt a growing range
of existing and emerging technologies that hold promise for scaling quality
corneal care in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) globally.

One year ago, Robert Dempsey, CEO of TearClear, and Claire Bonilla, CEO of SightLife, established our
Corporate and Surgeon Partners Program, the first-ever public-private partnership dedicated to shaping
and investing in solutions that accelerate our shared mission to eliminate corneal blindness by 2040.

The program’s first initiative, the Deja View project, is already bridging gaps
so LMIC surgeons and ophthalmic personnel have the latest instruments and
supplies they need to improve patient outcomes. The project pilot specifically
demonstrated a model for collecting instruments from U.S. surgeons and
enabling their safe and effective re-use by Honduran surgeons. To expand the
project’s reach, our next steps include collaborating with LMIC surgeons across
additional geographies.
Beyond short-term fixes, we are also working with a range of industry,
government, and nonprofit partners to explore innovative technology solutions
that help patients access care and providers deliver long-term comprehensive
corneal health care over time.
Photos (Top to Bottom): A cornea being prepped for surgery © Andrea Verdelli; Local medical

To launch this program, founding members SightLife, ZEISS, Johnson & Johnson Vision,
Novartis, Aerie Pharmaceuticals, and Ocular Therapeutix, along with other industry
influencers and surgeons, convened at the 2019 Annual Meeting of the American Academy
of Ophthalmology. There, we discussed as a group the challenges and opportunities in
corneal blindness treatment and prevention, including corneal care equipment maintenance,
which is often seen as an expense rather than an investment by health care facility personnel
in low- and middle-income countries.
After the meeting, a sub-group comprised of corporate service center managers, biomedical engineers,
and eye bank supervisors conducted in-depth interviews with additional equipment maintenance experts
to better understand the problems and help identify potential solutions for equipment maintenance. From
these conversations, our Corporate and Surgeon Partners Program members are now working together
to strengthen eye bank and equipment life-cycle management standards, establish a global eye bank
equipment center of excellence, and build a digital platform to facilitate resource sharing and peer learning
in regions disproportionately impacted by corneal injury and disease.

Dr. Audrey Rostov and
Dr. Kevin Waltz discuss
healthcare equipment
challenges in low- and
middle-income countries
during a SightLife-hosted
panel discussion at the
2019 AAO Conference
© SightLife.

professionals take part in a SightLife training program at Xi'an No.1 Hospital in China © Andrea Verdelli;
A patient being screened during a SightLife training program in India © Vibhushan Subba.
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Spotlight on the Northwest Lions Foundation
Our 50-year history of transformative, sight-restoring corneal transplants would not be
possible without the leadership of the Northwest Lions, who founded SightLife in 1969 and
whose Foundation continues to create a ripple effect of impact in local communities across
the Pacific Northwest region of the U.S.
This year, through its “Restoring Sight, Hope and Hearing” program, the Northwest Lions
Foundation distributed $310,000 USD in grants, bringing hearing and sight-related screening
and treatment within reach for nearly 40,000 low-income patients in Washington state.
Photos courtesy of
The Northwest Lions
Foundation.
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2019 Leadership

Financial Report

BOAR D O F D IRE C TO RS

EX EC U T I VE T EAM

S E L E C TE D F I N A N C I A L I N F ORM ATI ON *

Board Chair

Chief Executive Officer

Senior VP of Access and Innovation

Bill Lundin

Claire Bonilla

Paul LaBarre

Vice Chair of the Board

Chief Operating Officer

VP of Marketing and Communications

April Steinert

Jim McCorkle

Amy Pearson-Wales

Secretary

Chief Financial Officer

Sapphira Goradia

Lynn LaSof

VP of Quality Assurance and
Regulatory Affairs

Treasurer | Finance/Audit

Chief Global Officer

John Gebhart

Josie Noah

Tom Miller

Special Advisor to the CEO
Sandy Jeghers

Directors

Chief Talent Management Officer

Claire Bonilla
Sanjay Chheda
Marjan Farid, M.D.
Richard P. Fox
Jane Rady
Audrey Talley Rostov, M.D.
Clifford Salinger, M.D.

Gretchen Coker

R E V E NUE S, GAINS, & OTHE R SUPPORT

STATE M E NT OF EXPENSES

$23.3 Million

$25.0 Million
88.5% Eye Bank Operations

64.1% Eye Bank Operations

$20.7 Million

$16.0 Million

11.1% Grants & Contributors

19.2% General Administration

$2.6 Million

$4.8 Million

0.3% Lions Programs

11.9% International Programs

$0.1 Million

$3.0 Million

2.8% Fundraising
$0.7 Million

2.0% Lions Programs
$0.6 Million

MED I C AL D I R EC T O R S
Matt Oliva, M.D.

David DeRose, M.D.

Board Member Emeritus
Jim Smalley

*For full financial information, please see Form 990 for 2019.
*Includes non-cash depreciation expense.
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SUPPOR T ER SPOTLIGH T

The Rostov Family

Thank you to the following generous individual and organizational contributors
who supported SightLife in 2019 through bequests, donations, gifts in-kind,
and grants. Your partnership is helping to advance our mission to end corneal
blindness worldwide by 2040.

Our international programs and global impact are funded by a generous
community of corporate partners, charitable foundations, and individual
contributors. Two exemplary members of this community are Dr. Audrey
Talley Rostov and David Rostov, who have generously donated more than
$250,000 USD to SightLife in support of our mission.
As the Director of Cornea, Cataract, and Refractive Surgery at Northwest Eye
Surgeons, Dr. Rostov brings a wealth of technical knowledge and expertise
to SightLife as a member of our Board of Directors, which she joined in 2019
following a five-year tenure as a Global Medical Director overseeing curricula
development for our Clinical Training programs and quality standards. In
addition, Dr. Rostov is a longtime volunteer faculty member, who has trained
over 120 surgeons globally in PKP, DSEK, DMEK and clinical cornea care
and infection management.

$10,000 - $24,999

The Alcon Foundation
The Synnove Lien Fielding Estate and
Robert LeRoy
Vijay and Marie Goradia Charitable
Foundation
HT Parekh Foundation
Slalom Consulting

Aerie Pharmaceuticals
American Endowment Foundation
Susan Barnum
EyePoint Pharmaceuticals
Forks Lions Club
Richard Hickman
Sandy Jeghers
Johnson and Johnson Vision
Josephine Herbert Gleis Foundation
Dr. Richard and Jaci Lindstrom
Bill and Marsha Link
Leanne P. Matosich Living Trust
Mitro Family Charitable Fund
Monty and Tiffany Montoya
Darryl and Diane Sabin
S. Lynn Vaughn

$25,000 - $99,999

Photos courtesy of Audrey Rostov.

David Rostov shares his wife’s passion for improving corneal health care
outcomes, and now serves as CFO of CorneaGen, a key processing and
distribution as well as innovation partner of SightLife in the U.S. Their
partnership continues to model what’s possible when a for-profit collaborator
shares our global health mission of eliminating corneal blindness by 2040.

$100,000 - $1,000,000

Ballard Lions Club Foundation
Gina Chironis and Jeff Weinhuff
Dompe US
Rick and Joan Fox
Impact Giving
John Moffitt Foundation
Overseas Polymers Pvt. Ltd.
P.A.N.I. Foundation
Dr. Audrey and David Rostov
The Seattle Foundation
Carl Zeiss Meditec, Inc.

$5,000-$9,999
Marjan Farid, MD and Kamyar Tebyani
Jane Fischer

Sam and Romi Garg
LMC Creative, Inc.
Abigail Markward
PentaVision Media
Jane Rady and Edward Gricius
RHMM
Dr. Clifford and Ms. Dori Salinger
Yakima Lions Club

$2,500-$4,999
Aberdeen Lions Club
Anonymous
Dr. Michael Banitt
Claire Bonilla
Gretchen and Mark Coker
Dr. Mitchell Jackson
Jackson Eye Associates
Andrea Grosso Kaempf
Dr. James Lehmann
Lynden Lions Club
Drs. Parag and Sonali Majmudar

Bolded names recognize loyalty to SightLife through 10 years of consecutive giving.
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PAR TN ER SPOTLIGH T

Slalom
To achieve our mission, SightLife must scale our proven
programs and impact. To do so, we need sophisticated
methods to transform our data analytics into measurable
evidence that underscores the need for expansion. Enter a
cross-functional team from Slalom, one of the world’s premier
business strategy and digital transformation consulting
firms, who spent two weeks in Northern India learning from
SightLife-trained community health workers, eye donation
counselors, and patients to assess our systems and potential
opportunities for optimization. To fuel this effort, Slalom
activated the largest pro bono initiative in their company
history, donating $1 million of their time and expertise to help
define and automate our end-to-end processes – saving us
time and ensuring accuracy in our data collection. Because of
Slalom’s incredible talent and generosity, SightLife is poised
to prevent blindness and restore sight for millions of people
annually by garnering and sharing our data insights faster.

Jim and Dawn McCorkle
Joseph McLaughlin
Moria, Inc.
Orbis International
Port Angeles Lions Club
David E.I. Pyott Foundation
MK and Shuling Raheja
Rainier Lions Club
Renton Lions Club
The Schoellerman Foundation

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous
Larry and Lorraine Bauman
Dr. Kenneth A. Beckman, MD, FACS
Vidur S. Bhatnagar
Jane Buckner
Burlington Lions Club
Chris and Diane Calcaterra

Clallam Bay/Sekiu Lions Club
Gary M. Cohen
Neel R. Desai, MD
Mike and Leslie Dunn
Kenneth Dye
Edmonds Lions Club
Edwards Foundation
Richard and Joanne Elliott
Enumclaw Lions Club
Ephrata Lions Club
Dr. Alice Epitropoulos
Everett Central Lions Club
Jeffrey K. Feinglas
Dr. Michael Greenwood
Grossman Roth Yaffa Cohen, PA
John and Kathy Guckes
Debby Hammer
Krysta Hankee Memorial Fund
Rob Heller

Michael J. Hennesy Associates, Inc.
Thomas and Sydney Hodge
Caroline Hoover
Bernardino Iliakis
Atul Kapoor
The Kouchakji Family
Anup Kubal, MD
Lake Stevens Lions Club
Edward and Madonna Lawrence
Lions Club of Medical Lake
Longview-Kelso Earlybird Lions Club
Stephen McMillan
Shannon M Meehan
Mercer Island Lions Club
Dr. John Merey
Moscow Central Lions Club
Josie Noah and Tim Wong
Creed and Mary Noah
North Pend Oreille Valley Lions Club

Thank you to our corporate partner, ZEISS, a pioneer of the optics sciences. At the
2019 Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO), ZEISS
created a live art demonstration to raise awareness and support of SightLife’s
mission. Heller Inc.’s CEO, Rob Heller, completed a painting in real-time that was
then raffled off to guests visiting the ZEISS booth, generating over $20,000 USD
in donations from AAO attendees. Taking it a step further, ZEISS matched $20,000
of these funds, helping us to raise $40,677 and make AAO2019 one of SightLife's
most successful fundraising events.

Photos (Clockwise from Top Left): KGMU UP Community Eye Bank partners explain how patients are screened during
a Slalom team visit; The Slalom team discusses data management with eye banking partners; Robert Dempsey and the

Photo © SightLife

Slalom team share SightLife's work and impact at Slalom's signature event, R4; Female Community Health Workers
discuss how data is collected and shared with the Slalom team. Photos courtesy of Slalom.
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F U N DE R SPOT L I G HT

The Goradia Foundation
SightLife is privileged to partner with The Goradia Foundation, established in 2006 by Vijay
and Marie Goradia and led by their daughter, Sapphira Goradia, who also serves on the
SightLife Board of Directors. The foundation funds innovative initiatives that improve health
and educational outcomes at scale in India. From 2013 to 2019, it has generously supported
SightLife’s operations and programmatic impact in India – providing $6 million USD in
matching funds that spurred an additional $6 million USD from other supporters moved by
the commitment and generosity of the Goradia family.

Corneal recipients in
Barrackpore, India ©
Vibhushan Subba.
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Their combined support has fueled the training of 1,053 surgeons as well as 1,410 allied
ophthalmic personnel and community health workers in corneal care. The vision, leadership,
and support of the Goradia Foundation has also been instrumental in the capacity building
of our eye bank partners across India, who helped SightLife to achieve the remarkable
milestone of 100,000 corneal transplants from 2009 to 2019.

Dr. Matthew Oliva and Dr. Davis Wilkins
Dr. Joseph Parisi
Pasco Lions Club
Rathdrum Lions Club
Peggy Robertson
Peter Samson
Sandpoint Lions Club
Shashi Mohan Sawhney
Sedro Woolley Lions Club
Tom and Anne-Marie Simpson
Snohomish Lions Club
Marianne Stark
Stanwood Lions Club
Brien Swanson
Dr. Keith Walter
Wenatchee Central Lions Club
Jared Young and Allison Wirth

$500 - $999
Anacortes Lions Club
Anonymous
Shiv Batra
Bellingham Harborview Lions Club
Kathy Bennett
Lothar and Karen Biermanski
Emerson Bishop
Kristy Bride
Linda Buesgen

Michael Casey
Simeon Caulder
Chewelah Valley Lions Club
Lyle and Gail Christensen
Clarkston Lions Club
Gonzalo Colon
Coupeville Lions Club
Lisa Erickson
Everett South Lions Club
Everson Lions Club
Federal Way Lions Club
Hilary Feier
Ferndale Lions Club
Conner Findley
Robert Ford
Fort Vancouver Lions Club
Gig Harbor Lions Club
Lindsay Gorang
Grangeville Lions Club
Great Falls Sunrise Lions Club
Jennifer and Barry Greenberg
Hauser Lions Club
Laura and Paul Rousseau
Douglas and Leticia Holleman
Hood Canal Lions Club
Edgar Hoover
Mr Mark Jennings
Dr. Abel Klein

La Center Lions Club
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Landreville
Leavenworth Lions Club
Lions Club of Naches
Lyle Lions Club
Mineral Lake Lions Club
Sal Mosca
Moses Lake Lions Club
Mount Vernon Lions Club
Oak Harbor Lions Club
Olympia Host Lions Club
J.D. Osborne
Othello Lions Club
Page 2022 Fund / Community Foundation
for Southwest Washington
Peterson and Young
Lorna and Eric Peterson
Port Orchard Lions Club
Post Falls Lions Club
Priest River Lioness Club
Pullman Lions Club
Ashok and Manisha Raheja
Laura Senft and Lee Bernhardt
Sequim Valley Lions Club
G Franklin Shirbroun
Sidney Lions Club
Silverdale Sunrise Lions Club
Spokane Shadle North Lions Club
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L E GACY SPOT L I G HT

Synnove Fielding
Synnove Lein Fielding (1944–2019) began supporting SightLife after learning
in 2013 of our commitment to building solutions with rather than for
communities, globally. Inspired by her Norwegian grandparents, Synnove
lived a genuine life filled with gratitude. She also strongly believed
in empowering people to achieve their potential, sharing that “you
don’t give people bread; you teach them how to make bread.” With
SightLife, she’d found a mission and approach that matched her
own.
Upon her death, Synnove’s bequest to SightLife – alongside an
additional gift from Robert in honor of his beloved wife – brought
$500,000 USD of support to our international programs. It also
inspired a ripple effect of continued giving by bolstering the 1:1
matching pool that SightLife leverages during philanthropic campaigns.
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As the largest eye care device company in the world, Alcon and its charitable
foundation help expand access to quality eye care and improved patient
outcomes worldwide. SightLife has the distinct privilege of partnering with the
Alcon Foundation in pursuit of our global mission. In 2019, we celebrated the
Alcon Foundation awarding SightLife over $500,000 USD in charitable grants
since 2015 to fuel our prevention, advocacy, eye bank development, and clinical
training programs across Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

We honor and remember Synnove Lein Fielding for her unwavering
commitment to eliminating corneal blindness, and we thank Robert LeRoy
for his dedication to his wife and her legacy of remarkable generosity.
Photo courtesy of Robert LeRoy.
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Photo: Dr. Rahul Pandit screens a patient during a SightLife
training program in Xi’An, China. © Andre Verdelli
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We strive for accuracy; please let us know of any errors by contacting give@sightlife.org, or by calling 206-607-7822
so we may update our records.
Photos (Left to Right): Local medical professionals participate in a wet lab training at Disha Eye Hospital © Vibhushan Subba; A donor family remembers their loved one at a donor
celebration event © Amy Walton; Female Community Health Workers participate in a refresher training course © SightLife; Family members shares a photo of their loved one
whose generous gift has transformed lives through donation. © SightLife
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